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The user is solely responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal rules, regulations, and laws regarding the 
storage of flammable materials and the use of flammable storage cabinets. The information provided herein does not constitute legal advice 
and should not be relied upon as a substitute for independent verification of compliance obligations.

Expanded Insights and Regulatory Details
OSHA and NFPA 30 Requirements- 

The standards established by OSHA (29 CFR 1910.106) and NFPA 30 are essential for regulating flammable storage 
cabinets in the United States. Both regulations require that cabinets be designed to withstand a minimum of 10 
minutes of direct flame exposure, prevent the internal temperature from exceeding 325°F, and include features 
like double-walled steel construction, riveted joints, three-point latches, and a 2-inch raised door sill for effective 
spill containment. Self-closing doors, which automatically shut and latch in the event of a fire, are becoming 
increasingly required at the state level and by model codes, such as NFPA 1. Several states, including California and 
Texas, explicitly mandate the inclusion of self-closing mechanisms to ensure compliance.

Key Benefits: The Importance of Self-Closing Cabinets-

1. Enhanced Fire Containment- 
Self-closing doors quickly shut 
and latch, isolating hazardous 
materials from a spreading fire. 
This feature provides critical 
response time for emergency 
personnel and reduces 
potential collateral damage. 

2. Prevention of Vapor Release-  
By keeping cabinets closed, 
these systems significantly 
minimize the release of 
flammable vapors that could 
ignite or explode under fire 
conditions. 

3. Reduction of Human Error- 
Self-closing mechanisms reduce 
dependence on personnel to 
remember to close cabinet doors, 
which is vital during chaotic or 
emergency situations. 

4. Improved Inspection Outcomes- 
These cabinets help organizations 
pass regulatory inspections 
by automatically ensuring a 
compliant storage environment, 
thus minimizing the risk of costly 
citations or shutdowns.
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Additional Safety and 
Operational Advantages

•	 Emergency Preparedness - Self-closing cabinets 
are crucial for effective emergency response plans; 
they ensure that even unattended cabinets can 
secure themselves during a fire. 

•	 Employee Safety - These cabinets lower risks 
for personnel by limiting exposure to hazardous 
materials, preventing chemical reactions or fire 
spread, and protecting against injuries that may 
occur when trying to close doors in emergencies. 

•	 Routine Maintenance and Inspection - Regular 
inspections and maintenance are vital to 
confirm that self-closing mechanisms operate 
correctly. These evaluations should check for door 
alignment, the operational status of fusible links, 
and the integrity of latches. 
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This information was valid as of June 2025 and is for reference only.  Please confirm with your regulatory agencies and consult with 
your state and local codes for most up to date information. This information is subject to change and is not warranted.
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NFPA 1 & IFC
No Self-Close Requirement

NFPA 1 & IFC
Self-Close Requirement

Self-Close Door Requirements by State
Often state or local fire code requires safety cabinets with self-close doors. The following 
reference chart illustrates the adoption of model codes by state and their door style requirement. 
We recommend customers check with local authorities having jurisdiction as local code may prevail.

Flammable Liquid Safety Cabinets

NFPA 1 and/or IFC

No Self-Close 
Requirement

Implementation and  
Best Practices

•	 Ensure cabinets do not obstruct emergency 
exits and are positioned away from ignition 
sources or corridors.

•	 Avoid improper venting unless it follows the 
manufacturer’s specifications, as incorrect 
venting may compromise fire resistance. 

•	 While grounding is not a federal requirement, 
it may be beneficial in preventing static 
discharge. 

•	 Self-closing cabinets are available in diverse 
sizes and configurations, making them 
adaptable to various workplace settings. 

State-Specific Compliance 
States like California, Texas, New Jersey, and Michigan require the use of self-closing devices as part of their 
flammable liquid codes. Enforcement typically follows the strictest interpretations of these codes, making 
it essential to regularly update safety practices in accordance with evolving requirements. By thoroughly 
understanding and implementing self-closing flammable cabinets, organizations can achieve exemplary 
compliance, enhance worker and property safety, and demonstrate proactive risk management in the  
storage of hazardous materials.
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